CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
AUGUST 18, 2015 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Lindeman 
& Mr. Fischesser.

Other City Officials Present:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Getz, & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

SWEARING IN CEREMONY
Mayor Bo Bemmes preformed the swearing in ceremony of Police Officer Christopher Chesney.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Doug Bailey addressed Council with a few questions regarding the zoning of some Jefferson property should the school ballot pass in November.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Condolences to the families of Dottie Benson-Horner & Florence Thaman-Matre.
 Please keep all veterans & active military in your prayers.  
- Fundraiser for Jake Swaner on August 30 from 10am until 2pm at Veteran’s Memorial.
 Please keep 15 year old Reading High School student Jake Swaner in your prayers as he continues to fight 
 his battle with cancer.
- August 19, Koenig Park, 6pm-7pm will be a kick-off to new school year 
- St Nicholas opens its doors Aug 19, Reading HS Aug 20, MND Aug 24 & St Peter & Paul Academy Aug 25.
- Vorhees & Koenig Parks: Repairs & painting , repairs at the Pool, new sod with drainage underneath at the 
  stadium due to $172,000 Federal grant dollars from the CDGB
- Thursday, Aug 20 Municipal League Meeting at 3pm at the Evendale Rec Center 
  (Several State Reps will be in attendance)
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc.
- Ask everyone to sign-up for curb side recycling.
- Please sign-up for the Code Red reporting service & Curb-Side Recycling 
   (Go to Reading's webpage to sign-up to receive this call or call City Hall at 513-733-3725)
- St Peter & Paul September Fest September 18, 19 & 20th.
- September 27, 2015 Mill Creek Recreation Celebration at Koenig Park at 3:00 pm.
- Reading High School Boosters will have a dance on October 24.
- September 17 “Fall In Love” Bridal event in the Bridal District from 6pm – 10pm (Benson Road closed).
- Police Department Report: - Several drug over-doses that we responded to
                             - Chief Snow attended a round table discussion concerning Mental Health Issues
                             - Police department have been conducting more foot patrols in our parks as well as 
                               speed enforcement patrols.  Have also been following up on drug related leads from 
                               the block watch participants.
                             - Officer Magley completed School Resource Officer training 
- Fire Department: Managed multiple property maintenance complaints

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- No Report (Absent)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent)

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- August Finance Update: Collected $397,806.00.  $15,000+ ahead of where we were this time last year.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Still holding our own with the money that we have.
- Growth Fund still has the $50,000.00 we’ve been holding for the past 5 years.
- Would like to do some more research with the FEMA fund ($46,000.00) to see if any projects can be completed.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Hamilton County residents recycled 40,350 tons in 2014 and of that Reading had 255 tons
 (For comparison: Sharonville 687 tons, Evendale 306 tons)
- Household Hazardous Waste Material – Norwood, September 26 from 9am-2pm 
 Call 513-946-7766 to find out what kind of materials can be brought.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- Dan Brooks meeting scheduled for next Thursday at 11:00 am (regarding fee structures).
- Next Zoning & Planning Committee Meeting to meet September 1.
- Meeting Mill Creek Collaborative, Friday, August 28
- Gave a Powerpoint Presentation regarding inadequate sidewalk zoning and the need for a crosswalk at the new 
  Public library.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Possible book exchange on Eagleview Way – looked into and confirmed that there are no violations.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Detective Division has been particularly busy with drug related cases.
- Requested Chief Owens & Chief Snow to get together to discuss the replacement of the radios.
- School is starting up this week – PLEASE SLOW DOWN.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Work completed on 5th & Flora looks very well and has made some significant improvements to the City.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Movie night at the pool on Friday, August 7 went off without a hitch – NO RAIN.  A good time had by all!
- Pool closes this Sunday August 23.
- New score board is up at Veteran’s Memorial.

OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Gertz: Is it possible to have the Lanterns at Vorhees Park re-erected?
              “Bemmes For Mayor” fundraiser at Koenig this Sunday, August 23 - $25.00 per person.

Don Lindemam: If you’re getting a call from the IRS saying your information has been compromised, please call the inspector general at 1-800-366-4484 and give them the number they tell you to call back.

Randy Fischesser: Addressed the rumors that City Council has something to do with the closures of a few businesses around town and that Council drives potential new businesses around.  Council has NOTHING to do with either of these topics.

[bookmark: _GoBack]READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $300,000.00 FROM THE CITY 
   EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                      ORDINANCE NO. 2015-62

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $26,462.69 FROM THE CITY 
   EARNING TAX FUND TO THE STREETS & CURBS FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck seconded by Mr. Lyd to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                      ORDINANCE NO. 2015-63

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:04 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                         Cris Nesbitt
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
